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Social Background of Invisible Poverty :
The Republic of Malta as a Case Study
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[Abstract]

This paper aims to examine the social background of invisible poverty. We examined not
only Japan but also Malta, an island nation in Europe that is facing the same problem. In Japan,
the number of homeless people increased with the collapse of the bubble economy; however, the
number is now on the decline. Alternatively, invisible poverty is attracting scholarly attention,
and poverty is becoming less visible, especially among the younger generation. In addition, al-

though the number of homeless people in Malta is small, the number of people without homes
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using shelters is increasing. The background to this condition was presented as a social problem
that cannot be addressed only through self-help by individuals and mutual assistance by church-
es and families. This background included soaring housing prices and rents due to recent urban
development, family relations unique to Catholic countries, and the increase in the number of
refugees. The result demonstrates two needs common to Malta and Japan were identified, name-
ly, the view of homelessness as a housing problem and improvement of support for young people

for whom social security is inadequate.
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