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Current Trends in “Smart Cities” and the Potential for Addressing
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[Abstract]

In this paper, we explore the concept of "Smart Cities," which embody the 21st-century
vision of "Society 5.0" with a focus on addressing regional challenges through community devel-
opment. Drawing primarily from materials provided by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and In-
dustry and the Cabinet Office, we provide an overview of the Smart City concept. Additionally,
we examine the historical evolution of industrial revolutions and societal changes since the late
18th century before delving into the technological innovation known as the third AI boom.

We present a total of ten cases worldwide, including five global examples and two from
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Japan, to contemplate the feasibility of realizing a Smart City. Two cases fall under the Super
City-type National Strategic Zones within the framework of the Digital Agrarian City National
Concept, while another belong to the Digital Agrarian City Health Special Zones. We analyze the
distinctive features of each type.

Summarizing these three types collectively as "Smart Cities," our analysis reveals that while
there is considerable potential for addressing regional challenges, the realization of Smart Cities
poses various risks and challenges. Therefore, it is crucial to proceed with planning while fully

acknowledging these factors.
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