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A qualitative study on perceptions of radioactivity and coping behaviors

in Fukushima Prefecture: A study of mothers of preschool-age children
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Abstract

In this study, we qualitatively investigated the perceptions of radioactivity and coping
behaviors of mothers of preschool-age children living in Fukushima Prefecture.

In 2013, we conducted semi-structured interviews with 11 mothers in their 20s to 40s.
The interview results were used to generate categories for radioactivity awareness and
coping behaviors. The degree to which each case applied to these categories was then
checked against transcripts of the interviews.

All cases were then classified into one of three types: "daily life-oriented,” "repressed,” or
"radioactivity coping-oriented."

Awareness of radioactivity was also organized into categories comprising "concerns
about radioactivity," "not thinking about radioactivity," "wanting to protect the children,"
and "evacuating outside of the prefecture." This was done to create a hypothetical model

of the conflict surrounding radioactivity.

Key words : Childcare stress, Coping behavior, Qualitative study






